


IMD Celebration Program

Beginning the New Lunar Journey for Humanity

Date: 20 July 2023

Program

9:00 – 9:10 Dr. Eesa Bastaki, President remarks – Celebrating the International Moon Day

9:10 – 9:15 Dr. Nassr Al Sahaf, Welcome by IMD Chair [Recorded speech]

9:15 – 9:30 Dr. Saeed Aldhaheri, IMD advisor, Why UAE Wants to go to the Moon?

9:30 – 10:00 Keynote by Jorge Sotomayor, Research Portfolio Manager, International Space Station 

Program Office, NASA Johnson Space Center
10:00 – 10:15 Ahmed Hassan, Introduction to Dubai Astronomy Group and Al Thuraya Astronomy Center, 

Dubai Astronomy Group

10:15 – 10:30 Mr. Mohammed Aboud, NASA Space Apps Challenge & the Space Community in UAE

10:30 – 10:45 Break

11:00 – 11:45 Tele-robotics event: Students from Emirates Science Club

10:45 – 12:15 Workshop: Moonwalkers Unite: Empowering Youth to Imagine Lunar Journeys with AI

12:15 – 12:20 Dr. Saeed Aldhaheri, ending remarks and group Photo



UAE Celebrating the International Moon Day
July 20, 2023

Why We Want to go the Moon?

By

Saeed Aldhaheri

Director, Center for Futures Studies,

Advisor, International Moon Day

Prompt: The moon surface with astronauts constructing human habitat, while Earth is visible on the horizon



Keynote

by

Jorge Sotomayor,
Research Portfolio Manager, 

International Space Station Program 
Office,

NASA Johnson Space Center



Workshop: Moonwalkers Unite: Empowering Youth 
to Imagine Lunar Journeys with AI



Photos from the celebration



Photos from the celebration



Workshop: Example of students designed stories



News Coverage



Outcomes 

•  A good awareness campaign about Moon exploration and why 
humanity wants to go to the Moon. The event was an inspiration to 
many students to go to space

• Opened up students imagination to study and specialize in space 
related areas

• The Generative AI workshop helped students to learn new AI tools 
and use their imagination to write stories about Moon exploration

• The event strengthened cooperation and collaboration between 
industry and academia as it gathered speakers from both sides



Lesson learned 

• Wants to do this IMB celebration every year and on a bigger scale to 
spread awareness and interest among the society about the Moon

• Increase participation with government such as MBRSC and the UAE 
Space agency to make to participate and encourage holding the event

• I suggest that IMD president send letters to Space agencies and Space 
centers around the world to inform them about the celebration and 
encourages them to help celebration events. This will highly 
encourage government space sector to be part of this celebration



End
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